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Tunica, 

Jan.  20th,  1897. 


My  Dear  Fannie, 


Your  welcome  letter  of  the  11th  Jan.  ie  thankfully 
received.  I  am  delighted  to  heer  of  good  cheer,  health,  talld 
weather,  etc.,  etc.  The  grippe  is  the  fashion  in  the ee  parte. 
I  have  eecaped  even  a  symptom  of  It  to  date.  Therm.  60  -  plows 
running  -  preparing  for  seed.  Hens  have  held  their  spring 
convention  and  eggs  axe  abundant  and  cheap.  Nature  is  lovely. 
Hen  only  is  vile.  Two  gentlemen,  so  called,  and  to  the  manor 
born,  neighbors,  quarreled,  both  aimed-flve  shots  fired  near  our 
house,  and  in  good  range  of  where  I  stood  -  result,  one  killed 
en  the  snot  -  one  wounded,  will  recover  (D.V.).  Verdict  of 
Ooronor^  }ury,  justifiable  homicide  -  Such  is  life  in  the  sunay 
South. 

The  gospel  has  not  finished  its  ,ppod  rork  on  esxth  yet, 
saji  .p.Tt;v.  It  net  fclM  only  lovely  character  of  aertptuge  Hmm 
that  may  have  been  misunderstood,  aaA  that  certainly  has  been 
misrepresented.   I  have  heard  Paul  called  a  crusty  old  bachelor 
because  he  desired  women  to  be  ladies  as  well  as  Christians.   o 
man  in  the  history  of  the  human  race,  in  Church  or  state  placed  a 
higher  estimate  upon  woman1 e  influence  for  good  or  for  evil  or 
ueedthat  influence,  for  the  good  of  the  world.,  to  such  advantage 
as  did  3t.  Paul;  and  he  found  a  place  in  the  service  of  the  Church, 
and  in  general  evangelical  work,  for  women  in  the  three  relations 
of  life  In  which  he  found  them,  viz.  married,  widow  and  single;  and 
equally  useful  in  each  sphere  as  •  jeiost  worthy  example  among 
married  women,  take  Prisoilla,  wife  of  AQuila.  ^polios,  the  only 
men  mentioned  in  the  Hew  testament  as  noted  for  his  learning  and 
eloquence,  was  her  pupil  in  his  early  ministry  -  for  he  knew  but 
little  of  real  Jhristianity,  except  as  it  was  taught  by  John,  the 
Baptist,  till  .'rleoiila  beoame  his  teacher  and  showed  him  the  way 
more  perfectly,  *•  an  example  of  the  second  class,  the  widow,  take 
Lydla,  one  of  the  small  congregation  of  women,  to  whom  Paul  preached 
in  the  vicinity  of  j'hillppi,  ae  he  was  starting  on  a  Missionary 
tour  which  was  destined  to  result  in  the  evangelisation  of  Europe: 
The  Lord  opened  her  heart  and  she  became  a  convert  to  the  religion 
of  Christ ,  and  became  a  worker  in  the  Master1 s  cause  such  as  has 
been  the  ornament  of  the  Church  In  all  agee.  .  •  For  a  charming 
example  of  female  influence  of  high  grade  found  among  Paul's 
helpere  in  single  life,  and  the  third  class  mentioned,  take  ihebe. 
Though  robbed  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  her  by  a  bad  translation, 
she  still  shines  among  the  oonstellatione  that  brighten  a  long  the 
milky  way.  In  the  original  she  has  the  same  official  designation 
as  other  evangelists,  such  as  Timothy,  etc.  Kobbed  by  some  old  fogey 


: 
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translations  thai  feared  women's  influence. 


Women  my  sin  greatly  by  siring  themselves  up,  wholy, 
to  fashion  and  display  without  besoming  corrupt ,  but  they 
should  never  forget  that  they  hare  much  mors  influence  for 
food  or  evil  than  the  other  half  of  the  human  race,  whose 
peculiar  duties  plaoe  thorn  in  the  front  ranks  in  the  groat 
battle  of  life,  whore  they  may  work  or  trifle  in  the  gase  of 

^99&  ^m9r  i^P^W    AQV^MMI  ^m  ^9   ^r  ^^9^9^&  ^9  9 

It  is  most  pleasant  to  reflect  upon  the  career  of 
those  who  have  spent  their  lives  in  religious  endeavor  to  make 
the  world  bettor  for  their  having  lived  In  it.  On  the  other 
head  it  fills  one  with  regrets  to  contemplate  the  career  of 
others  whose  lives  are  only  a  record  of  neglected  opportunities. 
Two  sash  cases  always  some  up  beforo  mo  while  I  contemplate  the 
sacred  grandure  of  those  who  wrought  so  faithfully  with  Paul  - 
I  refer  to  Bernice  and  Drue  Ilia.  What  women  ever  had  such 
opportunity  to  make  themselves  known  aid  remembered.  They  wore 

^Srsa      s.  ^e*  j  ^^99     ■^•fcja  (aae     ^ms>^H^     4babaaw^P4m  <e»  ^s^n^aawp^w  9 

Visitors  to  the  exhumed  oity  of  Tos^pe  (X  spell  it  as 
it  is  pronounced),  are  shown  a  figure,  shadow  like,  of  a  woman 
upon  a  sold  wall  in  apearanoe  dressed  much  as  ladies  dress  in 
these  days  -  evidently  swinging  the  right  hand  holding  that  side 
of  the  skirt  up  a  little,  the  foot  and  ankle  exposed  a  little, 
not  Immodestly.  This  shadowy  figure  is  what  is  left  of  the 
queenly  beeutlful  Drusllla,  who  was  present  and  heard  Faul*s 
magnificent  address  as  he  reasoned  of  righteousness,  temperance, 
and  a  judgment  to  oome,  that  made  Felix  tremble  end  as  is 
believed  made  Drusllla  speechless  for  a  time.  Overtaxes  and 
burled  by  as  avalanoh  of  hot  ashes  frora  Vesuveus,  her  impress 
or  shadow  alone  remains.  All  else  has  been  oonsignsd  to 
oblivion. 

lew  different  with  Prisoilla,  Lydla,  Fhebe,  and  other 
mothers  and  Sisters  in  Israel  tiu-t  have  devoted  their  lives  to 
am  Imperishable  work  in  the  Lord. 


That  was  mors  than  a  Sabbath  day's  journey  you  made, 
and  entitles  you  to  a  free  welcome  into  the  itinerant  work  of 
the  U.K.  Churoh.  When  the  other  follow  eomes  along  wo  will  nai 
it  to  him,  sad  others  as  vellt  then  you  shall  cease  to  bo  Martha 
or  Phebe  and  bosoms  Prisoilla. 


You  must  have  sowed  several  handsful  of  seed  that  day, 
and  you  may  never  know  till  you  return  bringing  your 
with  you. 
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It  is  vends** ull  what  follows  from  the  email  things 
of  llfs  many  times.  In  the  room  where  I  am  writing  Is  a 
beautiful  little  slock  useful  only  for  ornament  -  not  for 
keeping  time.  Beautiful  face,  frame  of  high  ornament,  hour 
hand,  minuts  hand,  second  bell,  alarm  attachment  *  splendid 
spring  inside f   not  visable  to  us,  hut  we  know  it  is  there; 
only  wants  starting.  Hand  said.  I  drop  a  little  oil  into  it. 
mm  did  so  -  it  started  immediately  and  runs  with  all  the 
alaority  of  a  good  Christian  neighbor  or  friend. 

When  through  fiery  trials  thy  pathway  shall  lie, 
My  grace,  ell  sufficient,  shall  be  thy  sjrcply, 
The  flame  shall  not  hurt  thee,  X  only  design 
Thy  dress  to  consume,  and  thy  gold  to  refine. 

When  annoyances  arise  drop  a  little  oil  on  the  source, 
hut  put  no  fire  under,  fire  and  oil  dont  do  well  together  -  very 

8od,  hut  must  net  he  kept  too  close  together.  Many  little 
ings  annoy  ens.  A  single  flea  will  keep  a  nervous  person 
awake  half  a  night,  and  whoever  oaught  a  flea.  I  have  heard 
ef  many  persons  hunting  the  little  pests  but  X  never  heard  ef 
any  one  finding  or  oatching  a  flea  that  X  remeriber  of,  so  best 
just  let  them  alone  and  they  will  jeep  themselves  to  death. 

$e  have  a  flock  of  fine  turkeys  here.  I  took  oharas 
of  them,  as  they  left  the  shell,  in  my  absence  they  were  veil 
attended  to,  and  now  they  are  as  fine  a  community  of  bride  as 
you  can  find  anywhere;  very  intelligent,  but  if  one  falls  ill 
all  the  rest  think  that  one,  "hath  a  dovil*,  "and  go  about  to 
kill  him"  -  how  like  many  other  animals  Icaown  to  us  -  so  very 
hwsanlM 

te  are  ef  Pharaoh* s  lean  kine  here  -  two  cervices  a 
month  -  don't  give  time  even  to  get  aoqpiainted  with  the  fashions; 
M.X.  Church  couth  here  never  having  repented  of  having  thrust 
into  their  discipline  the  heresy,  "Slavery  is  a  Divine 
institution"  -  hence  are  without  prosperity  -  and  the  whole 
lead  is  lean  for  thslr  oakes,  and  apt  to  remain  so  t+*  a  time; 
My  sen,  Lillian  and  family  are  all  well  and  reasonably  prosperous. 

Friends  at  Helena  all  well  lately  -  Poeoyvllle  when 
heard  from,  not  lately,  doing  well.  Uncle  Thomas  was  in  somewhat 
improved  condition. 


>t.  aul  aad  Minneapolis  seem  to  have  had  an  avalanch 
ef  Bank  disastsrs;  bleesed  is  the  mem  that  has  nothing-for  then, 
and  only  then,  shall  he  lose  nothing. 

The  swallows,  and  the  geees,  must  soon  homeward  fly. 
I  m  when  they  go.  Till  them,  te  your  deer  self  and  all  the  dear 
ones,  as  ever  and  forever,  -  in  love 

F.  Jaquess. 


mgPAP3B  ARTICLE  FROM  TB2  HEW  TOPS'  CHRISTIAN   APVQOAT1 
(METHODIST)   BY  WCV.   ^PWAKD  L.   WATSON, 
BALTIMORE,   SIAPYLAWD     ABOUT  POL.   JAMf?  F.   JAQUES9 


Transcript  made  from  original  and  copied  by 

permission  of  Mies  Fannie  k.  Jaquess, 

3700  Cedar  Lake  Avenue, 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 
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The  Christian  Advocate 
lovember  11 ,  1909. 
THE  COBVERBION  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLH 
By  the  ReT.  Edward  L.  Wat eon* 

The  religion  of  Abraham  Lincoln  1b  so  much  in  debate  that 
I  feel  called  upon  to  rive  the  following  narrative  of  an  event  of 
which  little  seems  to  be  known — and  which  is  of  real  importance 
in  understanding  the  man.  He  hns  been  called  an  infidel— an 
unbeliever  of  varying  degrees  of  blatancy.  That  he  was  a  Christian 
in  the  real  sense  of  the  term  Is  plain  from  hie  life.  Thst  he  was 
oonverted  during  a  Methodist  revival  seems  not  to  be  a  matter  of 
common  report.  The  personal  element  of  this  narrative  is  necessary 
to  unfold  the  story.   In  1894  I  was  appointed  to  the  pastorate  of 
the  Hennepin  Avenue  Methodist  episcopal  Church,  Minneapolis,  Minn,, 
by  Bishop  Cyrus  D.  Foss,  being  transferred  from  Frederick,  Md.,  a 
charge  in  Baltimore  Conference.   It  was  in  Ootober  that  we  entered 
the  parsonage,  which  was  a  double  house,  the  other  half  being 
rented  by  the  trustees.   Shortly  after  our  occupanoy  of  the  church 
house  William  B.  Jaoouess  moved  into  the  rented  half  of  the 
property,  and  through  this  fact  I  became  aoquaintsd  with  Colonel 
James  F.  Jacquess,  his  brother.  At  this  time  Colonel  Jacquess  was 
an  old  man  of  eighty  years  or  more,  of  commanding  presence  and 
wearing  a  long  beard  which  was  as  white  as  snow.   His  title  grew 
out  of  thr  fret  of  his  being  the  commanding  officer  of  the  seventy- 
third  Illinoif  Volunteer  Infantry,  known  as  the  Preaoher  Regiment. 
Its  name  was  given  throurrh  the  publication  in  the  Cincinnati 
Commercial  in  September,  1862,  of  the  roster  of  its  officers: 


_ 
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Colonel — Rev.  James  P.  Jacquess,  D.D.,  late  president  of 
Quinoy  College. 

Lieutenant  Colonel — Rev.  benjamin  F.  Northcott. 
Major—  Rev.  William  A.  Preason. 

Captains — Company  B,  Rev.  W.  B.  U.  Colt;  Company  0f  Rev. 
P.  Mcffutt;  Company  ?,  Rev,  George  W.  Montgomery;  Company  H,  Rev. 
James  I.  Davidson;  Company  I,  Rev,  Peter  Wallace;  Company  K,  Rev. 
R.  H.  t-aughlin. 

^ix  or  aaven  of  the  twenty  lieutenants  were  also 
licensed  Methodist  preachers.  Henry  A.  Castle,  sergeant  major, 
was  the  author  of  the  nrtlcle  and  |  son-in-law.  If  I  mistake  not, 
of  Colonel  Jacouess. 

The  history  of  this  regiment  is,  in  brief,  as  follows: 
It  vbb  organised  at  the  instance  of  Governor  Dick  Yates,  under 
Colonel  Jaocuees,  in  August,  1862,  at  Camp  Butler,  in  Illinois, 
and  became  part  of  General  Buell's  army.   It  fought  nobly  at 
Perryville,  and  in  every  battle  in  which  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  was  engaged,  from  October,  1862,  to  the  rout  of 
Hood's  army  at  Nashville.  Its  dead  were  found  at  Murfreesboro, 
Ohlckamauga,  Missionary  Ridge,  where  Colonel  Jaoquess  wan  especial 
distinction,  and  in  the  succession  of  battles  from  Chattanooga 
to  the  fall  of  Atlanta.   It  was  freouently  complimented  by  the 
commanding  generals  and  was  unsurpassed  in  bravery  and  endurance. 
It  left  the  state  one  of  the  largest,  and  returned  one  of  the 
smallest,  having  lost  two-third*  of  its  men  in  its  three  years' 
servioe. 
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Colonel  Jacquess  was  its  only  colonel  and  came  none 
disabled  by  wounds  received  at  Chickamauga,  where  two  horses  were 
shot  under  him.  He  refused  to  the  last  (1897)  to  receive  a 
pension,  until  in  his  extreme  old  age,  at  the  urgent  request  of 
the  Society  of  the  Survivors  of  the  Seventy- third  Illinois,  he 
allowed  it  to  be  applied  for.  He  pathetically  said:   "My 
grandfathers  were  Revolutionary  soldiers  and  you  could  get  up  a 
row  if  you  mentioned  pensions,  my  father  and  my  uncles  were  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  would  take  none.  I  had  hoped  not  to  reoeive 
one— but  1  am  unable  now  to  do  anything,  and  it  has  been  my  desire, 
and  not  the  fault  of  the  government,  that  I  have  never  received  a 
pension, "  These  words  were  spoken  in  1897 — and  not  long  afterward 
Colonel  Jaoquess  went  to  his  reward. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  war  President  Lincoln  sent  Colonel 
Jacquess  as  a  seoret  emissary  to  arrange  for  peace  and  the 
settlement  of  the  slave  question,  so  as  to  avert  further  shedding 
of  blood.  His  adventures  inthis  role  are  of  thrilling  interest. 
The  foregoing  is  told  to  show  the  quality  of  the  man  whom  it  was  my 
privilege  to  meet  in  1896,  when  he  was  in  extreme  old  age.  The 
honors  conferred  upon  him  by  President  Lincoln  and  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him  grew  out  of  events  which  preoeded  the  war.   This  was 
no  other  than  the  conversion  of  Mr,  Lincoln  under  the  ministry  of 
the  Hev,  James  F.  Jaoquess,  at  Springfield,  111,,  in  the  year  1839. 
The  hev.  James  7.  Jacquess  was  stationed  at  this  new  town — then  of 
but  a  few  thousand  inhabitants — in  1839,  when  Lincoln  met  him  during 
a  series  of  revival  services  conducted  in  the  aofemodlst  Episcopal 
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Church.  Lincoln  had  but  recently  come  to  the  town — having  removed 
from  Mew  Salem,  which  rae  in  e   decadent  state.   Ae  a  member  of  the 
legislature,  Lincoln  had  been  a  chief  agent  in  establishing  the 
state  capital  at  Springfield,  and  though  in  debt  and  exceedingly 
poor,  he  hoped  to  find  friends  and  practice  in  the  growing  town. 
He  was  then  thirty  years  of  age,  and  had  had  few  advantages  of 
any  sort.   It  was  on  a  certain  night,  when  the  pastor  preached 
from  the  text,  "Ye  must  be  born  again,"  that  Lincoln  wae  in 
attendance  and  was  greatly  interested.  After  the  service  he  came 
round  to  the  little  parsonage,  and  like  another  Nicodemus,  asked, 
"How  can  these  things  be?"  Mr.  Jacquess  explained  as  best  he 
could  the  mystery  of  the  new  birth,  and  at  Lincoln's  request,  he 
and  his  wife  kneeled  and  prayed  with  the  future  President.   It  was 
not  long  before  Wr.  Lincoln  expressed  his  sense  of  pardon  and  arose 
with  peace  in  his  heart. 

The  narrative,  ae  told  thus  far,  is  as  my  memory  recalled 
it.   Since  writing  it,  the  same  as  told  by  Colonel  Jacquess  has 
recently  been  discovered  by  me  in  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Eleventh  Annual  Reunion  Survivors  Seventy- third  Regiment,  Illinois 
Infantry,  Volunteers  (page  30),  a  copy  of  whioh  is  before  me.  This 
meeting,  the  last  (probably)  that  Colonel  Jacquess  attended,  was 
held  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  September  28,  29,  1397,  in  the  Supreme 
Oourt  room  of  the  State  Capitol  Building,  Springfield,  111.  To 
quote  Colonel  Jacquess:   "The  mention  of  ur.  Lincoln's  name  recalls 
to  my  mind  an  occurrence  that  perhaps  I  ought  to  mention.   I  notloe 
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that  a  number  of  lectures  are  being  delivered  recently  on  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Bishop  Fowler  has  a  most  splendid  lecture  on  Abraham 
Lincoln,  but  they  all*  when  they  reach  one  point,  run  against  a 
stone  wall,  and  that  is  in  reference  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  religious 
sentiments.   I  happen  to  know  something  on  that  subject  that  very 
few  persons  know.  My  wife,  who  has  been  dead  nearly  two  years, 
was  the  only  witness  of  what  I  an  going  to  state  to  you  as  h*ving 
occurred.  Very  soon  after  ay  second  year's  work  as  a  minister  in 
the  Illinois  Conference,  1  was  sent  to  Springfield.  There  were 
ministers  in  the  Illinois  Conference  who  had  been  laboring  for 
twenty-five  years  to  get  to  Springfield,  the  capital  of  the  state, 
when  the  legislature  met  there  were  a  great  many  people  here,  and 
it  was  thought  to  be  a  matter  of  great  glory  among-  the  ministers 
to  be  sent  to  Springfield.  But  I  was  not  pleased  with  my  assignment, 
I  felt  my  inability  to  perform  the  work,   I  did  not  know  what  to  do. 
I  simply  talked  to  the  Lord  about  it,  however,  and  told  Him  that 
unless  I  had  help  I  was  going  to  run  away,  I  heard  a  voice  saying 
to  me,  'fear  not',  and  I  understood  it  perfectly.  How  I  am  coming 
to  the  point  I  want  to  make  to  you.   I  was  standing  at  the  parsonage 
door  one  Sunday  morning,  a  beautiful  morning  in  May,  when  a  little 
boy  came  up  to  me  and  said:   'Mr.  Lincoln  sent  me  around  to  see  if 
you  was  going  to  preach  today.'  Mow,  I  had  met  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  I 
never  thought  any  more  of  Abe  Lincoln  than  I  did  of  any  one  else, 
I  said  to  the  boy:   'You  go  back  and  tell  Mr.  Lincoln  that  if  he 
will  oome  to  church  he  will  see  whether  I  am  going  to  preaoh  or  not,' 


0^ 


-  6  - 
The  little  fellow  stood  working  his  fingers  and  finally  said: 
•Mi.  Lincoln  told  me  he  would  give  rae  a  ouarter  if  I  would  find 
out  whether  you  are  goin^  to  preach.1   I  did  not  want  to  rob  the 
little  fellow  of  his  income,  so  I  told  him  to  tell  Mr.  Lincoln 
that  1  was  going  to  preach.  I  was  always  ready  and  willing  to 
accept  any  assistance  that  came  along,  end  whenever  a  preacher,  or 
one  who  had  any  pretense  in  that  direction,  would  come  along  I  would 
thruet  him  into  my  pulpit  and  make  him  preach,  because  I  felt  that 
anybody  could  do  better  than  I  could. 

•The  church  was  filled  that  morning.  It  was  a  good-sized 
church,  but  on  that  day  all  the  seats  were  filled.   I  had  chosen 
for  my  text  the  words:   'Ye  must  be  born  again, •  and  during  the 
course  of  my  sermon  I  laid  particular  stress  on  the  word  •must.1 
Mr.  Lincoln  came  into  the  ohurch  after  the  services  had  commenced, 
and  there  being  no  vacant  seats,  chairs  were  put  in  the  altar  in 
front  of  the  pulpit,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Governor  French  and  wife 
sat  in  the  altar  during  the  entire  servloes,  Mr.  Lincoln  on  my  left 
and  Grovernor  French  on  my  right,  and  I  noticed  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
appeared  to  be  deeply  Interested  in  the  sermon,   A  few  days  after 
that  Sunday  Mr,  Lincoln  called  on  me  and  informed  me  that  he  had 
been  greatly  impressed  with  my  remarks  on  Sunday  and  that  he  had 
come  to  talk  with  me  further  on  the  matter.   I  Invited  him  in,  and 
my  wife  and  I  talked  and  prayed  with  him  for  hours.  Now,  I  have 
seen  many  persons  converted;  I  have  seen  hundreds  brought  to  Christ, 
and  if  ever  a  person  was  converted,  Abraham  Linooln  was  converted 


-  6  - 
that  night  in  my  house.  His  wife  was  a  Presbyterian,  but  from 
remark s  he  made  to  me  he  could  not  accept  Calvinism.  Re  never 
joined  my  church,  but  I  will  always  believe  that  since  that 
night  Abraham  Lincoln  lived  and  died  a  Christian  gentleman, • 
Here  ends  the  narrative  of  Colonel  Jaceruess.  Mow 
compare  that  which  my  memory  preserved  for  the  past  thirteen 
years  and  the  Colonel's  own  printed  account,  and  the  discrepancies 
are  small.  It  is  with  pleasure  1  am  able  to  confirm  my  memory 
by  the  words  of  the  original  narrator.  It  is  with  no  small 
degree  of  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  prove  that  Methodism  had  a 
hand  in  the  making  of  the  greatest  American.  Colonel  James  F. 
JftOquess  has  gone  to  his  reward,  but  it  is  his  honor  to  have  been 
used  by  his  Master  to  help  in  the  spiritual! sat ion  of  the  great 
man  who  piloted  our  national  destinies  in  a  time  of  exceeding 
peril.  It  Is  an  honor  to  him,  and  through  him  to  the  denomination 
of  which  he  was  a  distinguished  member. 

(Copied  from  The  New  York  Christian  Advooate,  November  11,  1909) 


PASTOR    TELLS    OF 
LINCOLN  CONVERSION 
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Dr.  Charles  Edicard  Locke,  at  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
yesterday  preached  on  the  subject 
"Still  the  Day  of  Miracles,"  saying  in 
part: 

0K  ESUS  CHRIST  himself  said  to  Nico- 
demus  "Ye  must  be  born  agaiu!" 
4ik1  there  is  every  reason  lo  be- 
lieve that  this  scholarly  member  of  the 
Jewish  Sanhedrim  accepted  the  ideals  of 
ihe  great  teacher  from  Nazareth. 

Likewise,  these  same  words  fell  upou 
tho  heart  of  Abraham  Lincoln  from  the 
lip:,  of  a  huuiiile  Methodist  preacher. 
Here  are  the  simple  and  authentic  de- 
tails: 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  about  thirty  years  of 
age  and  had  just  taken  up  his  residtwi 
iii  Springfield,  in.,  for  the  purpose  of 
practicing  law.  It  was  in  the  year  1S3S1. 
file  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  was 
the  Rev.  James  F.  Jacques,  afterward 
the  eolouel  of  the.  Seventy-third  lilmois 
volunteer  infantry  during  the  Civil  War. 
This  responsible  preacher-soldier  says 
that  one  Sunday  morning  a  boy  eaine  to 
his  parsonage  to  inquire  whether  he  was 
to  preach  us  usual,  explaining  that  Mr. 
Lincoln  had  sent  him.  The  minister  re- 
plied jocosely  to  the  boy  to  tell  Mr.  Liu- 
•oln  to  eome  to  church  and  find  out  for 
Himself.  Whereupon  the  lad  said  he  had 
been  promised  a  quarter  if  he  would  se- 
aure  the  information.  The  kind-hearted 
preacher  of  course  helped  the  boy  to  get 
Ills  money.  When  Mr.  Lincoln  arrived 
it  the  church  he  was  accompanied  by 
rOveruor  French  and  wife.  The  church 
leiug  crowded  the  distinguished  party 
vriv  seated    Inside   the   chancel. 

The  preacher's  subject  was  "Ye  must  be 
torn  again!"  It  was  a  strong,  earnest  ser- 
uon  and  Mr.  Lincoln  listened  with  ab- 
iOrbiug  interest.  One  night  shortly  nfter- 
vnrd,  like  Nicodemus,  he  called  to  see 
he  minister,  and  said  he  hud  been  pro 
'ouudly  Impressed  by  the  Sunday  morn- 
ng  sermon.  Mr.  Jacques  says  that  Mr. 
Lincoln  remained  at  his  home  for  hours 
u  conversation,  and  at  length,  after 
SUCh  counsel  and  earnest  prayer,  Mr. 
Lincoln  accepted  (Jod  as  bis  Father  ajnl 
lesus  Christ  as  his  Savior.  Let  me  use 
he  preacher's  own  words:  "1  have  situ 
iiau.v  persons  converted;  i  have  seen 
iiiudreds  brought  to  Christ,  and  If  ever  a 
turson  was  converted,  Abraham  Lincoln 
ivas  converted  that  night  in  my  home.'' 

Judge  Simeon  W.  Kijig,  an  intimate 
friend  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  says  that  all  stories 
Lo  the  effect  that  Lincoln  was  a  drinking 
atan,  an  atheist  ami  a  believer  in  clair- 
voyance, are  absolutely  false.  He  de- 
clares that  Lincoln  was  a  true  Christian, 
Mid  a  total  abstainer,  read  the  Btble  and 
pruyed  daily  for  strength  and  deliverance. 
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fHB     LAT5     COLONEL      JAQTJE33  *]  V  JjUXa.'?  ■ 

Colonel    James  F. Jaluess,who   died    in   Saint   Paul   a  few  lays  ago, had 
a  notable  career.        He  was   a  student    in  Indiana  Asbury  University  when  a 
lad, about   1845, and   after  a  turn  at   the   law  was  opposed  as   a  candidate   for 
for   entrance   into   the   Illinois   Conference    by   no   less  a  character  than  Peter 
Cartwright ,on  the   ground  that    the   youth  hai   been   spoiled   for  the   ministry 
by  having   been  through   college.  He  was, however .admitted , and   in  due  tine 

was   stationed    in  Springfield.      Here  he  made  the   acquaintance   and   won  the 
confidence   of  Abraham  Lincoln.         In  an  address   delivered   at   the   reunion  of 
his   old   regiment   a  year   or   two   ago   Colonel    Jaquess  related   an  incident   of 
that   period   in  his  history  with  wonderful    ef  feet  .te]  1  i  ng   how  Mr. Lincoln, 
then   but   a  country   lawyer  .unknown  to   fane   and    besot   with    doubts, used   to 
come  to  the   Methodist   Church  with   his  friends  to   hear  the   pastor   Jianuess. 
One   evenfhg  the   lawyer   and   the   preacher  net    on   the    street   and    pot   to   talking 
of  the   religious  life, of  the  truths   of  Christianity,    and   of  the  life   beyondT 
They  went   to   the    parsonage ,  and   here   Mr.Jaquess  instructed   Mr. Lincoln   as   tho 
he   had    been  a  penitent   child   seeding   for   light; they  knelt    and   prayed   together, 
Mr. Lincoln  apparently  giving  his  life   over  to  Divine  keeping.         At   least 
Colonel    Jam e sa, who   knew  Lincoln   intimately   fron  that    time   en   until   the 
crown  of  Martyrdom  was   awarded   to  him, never  ceased   to   deelare  his   belief  that 
on  that    occasion, in  that   quiet   hour   of  prayer . "Abraham   Lincoln  was   converted." 

In  1864,    or   early   in  1865,    Colonel    Jaquess.who   had   commanded  with 
great   valor   and   enthusiastic   devotion  the   Seventy-third   Illinois,    became   im- 
pressed  that    if  he  had   p.  chance  he    could   induce   the   authorities   of  the    So  lit  h- 
ernConfederacy  to  give   up  and    sue  for   peace.        He  pleaded   with   his  old   friend 
Mr. Lincoln, until   the   President   gave  him  permission  to  pass  through   the   lines, 
with  an  open   letter   authorising  him  to   say   cert  ".in  things  to   the    officials 
at    Richmond.        He   made  the    journey. and   came    back  a  disappointed   man.      He   had 
dreamed   of  a  compromi se , but   his   dream  was   rudely   dispelled   when  he    found   that 
the   southern   leaders  were   not    ready  to   agree   to    anything   except   the    Independ- 
ent  existence   of  their  government. 

The  writer   of  this  article  was   in    "ashinpton  on   staff  duty   at   the 
time  when  Colonel    Ja^uess  came    back   from  his   peace   expedition,    and    had   the 
opportunity  to   hear   from  the  preacher-colonel   a   stirring   sermon   on    Sunday 
evening.        The  mission  to   Richmond   had    become  known   and    much   curiosity  was 
felt   to   hear    Jaquess,  He   preached   accordingly  to   a  crowded   congregation 

in  old   Lesley  Chapel.      ?ro   do   not    recall    anything   of  the    service    now   except 
the  prayer,  of  which  th1  a  was   a  portion:      "P   Lord,"   said    the   Colonel ,"  bless 
Jefferson  Davis, and   the   Southern   Confederacy.'         *leas  the   armies   of   Lee   and  ■ 
Johnston, ana    the    brave    sailors  who  man   the    Southern   pri vateera.1 "  ^re  the 

preacher-soldier   paused    for   breath. while   tie   people   hol^    theirs    in    suspense, 
not   knowing  what   had      come   over  the  man.        Perhaps  the   suspicion  came    -'-.to 
some  minds   that    tie  Colonel, by   virtue   of  his    southern  adventure, had    booome 
converted    to   that   side   of  the   case.        Their    fears  were   relieved   when  he  -ent 
on-    "Yea  herd, bless   .Teff arson   Davis,-    bless  him  ritl    tho    spirit    ef  awakening 
and    penitence:    brinp   him  to   his   souses;    show   }:~   Ms    felly   an*    his   blindness, 
and    lead   him   into    the    right   way.        31ess  tie   Southern  *   *cracy-blecs    it 

with  confusion  in  its  oonnsels.wHh  failure  in  its  plans, -sen*  ruin  into  all 
Its  borders.  3less  the  armies  of  hoe  and  Johnston,-  bless  them  with  defeat 
on  the  fiels  of  battle, with  rout  and  panic  and  disaster  from  the  l.issl  ifl  ppi 
river   to    the    seal  lesa  tie   officers  and    tho    sailors    if  tl      Confederate 

naw   -  with   capture   and    discomfiture   everywhere.        has4  ;n  the    •-ad.    ^c  war, 
the  dawn   of  peace, the   re-eatablishmerrt    of  the  Unior.  and    of  orderly  government 
ii    on    tie   land.         Soon  may  every   star  that    has  wandered    from   its  peaceful 
orbit    be   brought    back  to   its  place    in  the    blue    field    of   our     tat  ion    s    flag. 
Amon  and   Amen J" 

Wo    believe   that    no   one  who   listei    >d    *      t      '  per    iv   -     '   rgot    it. 

Dr.Jaoueas  was  one   of  the   founders    jf  4i.o   Illinois       .  ai  •  ►  at  • 

Ja  and    for    several   years   before  the  war    troke   out    ho   was  president 

of   o-ir  co]  a4"   Quincy, Illinois,   now  Chadioo*.  '    that   some   ot 

h-  ,  ao<  -as   in   Illinois  ray   be    v  le   to    Buppl  I  '    •  3  have  writte  - 

w'ti    •     fuller  r;co    mt    of  his  career. 
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